
Report to: Strategic Policy and Resources Committee 
Subject: NILGA – Proposed Amendment to Constitution
Date: 18 May 2012
Reporting Officer: Ciaran Quigley, Assistant Chief Executive and Town Solicitor   
Contact Officer: Kevin Heaney (Ext. 6202)

1.0 Relevant Background Information  

1.1 Correspondence has been received, dated 20 April 2012, from the Northern Ireland Local 
Government Association requesting that the Council consider a proposed amendment to its 
Constitution (copy attached at Appendix 1). 

2.0 Key Issues

2.1 The Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA) acts as a voice and representation 
body for elected Members from local government; providing a forum for collective discussion on 
regionally significant policy issues and assisting with the formation of collective policy positions  as 
necessary. 

2.1.2 NILGA is supported by all the main political parties with 25 of the 26 local councils being current 
members (with Newtownabbey not a member). NILGA comprises of 147 elected representatives and 
a 27 (+ 5 observers) Executive Committee including a President and 4 Vice-Presidents.

2.1.3 Belfast City Council has currently 17 elected Members nominated onto NILGA with 1 Member 
designated as an Office Bearer and 3 Members on the NILGA Executive (see Appendix 2).  

Constitution of NILGA

2.1.4 As part of the current NILGA Constitution nominations to the NILGA Executive Committee is through 
a political nomination process and not Councils themselves.  Each political party is given a 
designated number of seats on NILGA Executive, based on party strengths, and it is for the party to 
designate which members are nominated.  This has resulted in some councils not being represented 
on the NILGA Executive albeit they are invited to attend as observers with no voting rights (e.g. Ards, 
Coleraine, Carrickfergus, Larne, Limavady, and Strabane currently hold observer status). 

2.1.5 In the spirit of seeking to be inclusive of all councils, NILGA are proposing to make a minor 
amendment to its Constitution to provide those councils with observer status the ability to vote at 
Executive meetings.  In terms of governance, any such amendment to the NILGA Constitution must 
be consulted upon with all member councils.

2.1.6 NILGA has stated its intention to undertake a more detailed review of its Constitution in parallel with 
the creation of the new 11 council model within Northern Ireland and the proposed elections to 
Shadow Councils in May 2014. Belfast City Council will be consulted upon any such review.

3.0  Resource Implications

There is no HR or financial implications contained within this report.

4.0  Recommendations

Members are asked to consider whether they agree to the proposed amendment to the NILGA 
Constitution subject to a more detailed review being undertaken in due course with consultation to be 
undertaken with the Council as part of this process.



5.0  Appendices

Appendix 1   NILGA correspondence 
Appendix 2   Belfast City Council membership on NILGA



APPENDIX 1





APPENDIX 2

Belfast City Council NILGA Membership – January 2012

1. Councillor Tim Attwood 

2. Alderman Tom Ekin 

3. Councillor Matt Garrett 

4. Councillor Tom Haire 

5. Councillor Deirdre Hargey 

6. Councillor Tom Hartley 

7. Councillor John Hussey 

8. Councillor Mervyn Jones 

9. Councillor Brian Kingston 

10. Councillor John Kyle 

11. Councillor Nichola Mallon 

12. Councillor Patrick McCarthy 

13. Councillor Jim McVeigh 

14. Councillor Caoimhín Mac Giolla Mhín 

15. Councillor Adam Newton 

16. Alderman Jim Rodgers 

17. Councillor Guy Spence 
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